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compactor wheel comprising: 

a hub mountable to an axle of a compaction machine; 

a rim mounted z round the outer circumference of said hub, said rim having a face and an 
inner circumferential ec ge and an outer circumferential edge; 

a plurality of cc mpaction cleats circumferentially spaced on, transversely spaced across 
and mounted to said face of said rim; and 

an axle guard system comprising a cleat-free area formed circumferentially around said rim 
on said face and extending widthwise from said inner edge across said rim toward said outer edge, 
with said cleat-free ar sa being wide enough that refuse is less likely to be directed toward the axle 
of the compaction machine. 


Plfias** aHH nmx/ rl aims 24 - 28, as follows: 


24. (New) The compact orjtfh^el as set forth in claim 21, where said cleat-free area is wide 
enough that cable, rope opwire j^fuse is less likely to be directed toward the axle and end up 
wrapped around the afede. 


le^compns 


(New) A compaction machipe^omprising: 

a body suitable for cpmfJacting refuse, said body having opposite sides; 
an axle having.&tfo ends and mounting said body; and 

a compaptffr wheel according to claim 24 mounted on at least one end of said axle. 
\ 

26. (New) A method of making a compactor wheel for a compaction machine, said method 
comprising: 

providing ^srim having a face and an inner circumferential edge and an outer 
circumferential edge; 

mounting a plurali^pf compaction cleats so as to be circumferentially spaced on and 
transversely spaced across the face of the rim; and 

forming a cleat-free area cirbvmiferentially around the rim, on the face, that extends 
widthwise from said inner edge across tne rim toward the outer edge so as to be wide enough that 
refuse is less likely to be directed toward the^axle of the compaction machine. 


